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Artists have grappled with the forces of nature from the time of the earliest cave paintings to 

the present. Today, our environment is strongly impacted by the Earth's relentlessly 

evolving weather conditions, such as  tornadoes, tsunamis, volcanic eruptions, tidal waves, 

severe winds, rains, etc. Man has also added to the list of stimuli which has significantly 

affected the quality of the human environment with industrial pollution, manufacturing, 

automobile and airplane exhaust, plastics, paints, etc. In Environmental Impact: Selections from 

the Frederick R. Weisman Art Foundation, curator Billie Milam Weisman is showing various 

examples of how artists have reproduced, commented and critiqued our ever-changing 

environment, whether the result of nature's forces or man's interventions. The exhibition 

brings together different approaches to the subject—both formal and conceptual—including 

commentary on pollution and natural disasters, and observing and altering the environment.  

 

For those artists coming to terms with their environment by observing and recreating it, 

abstraction and fantasy are some of the strategies used. Charles Arnoldi uses found branches to 

provide an artistic interpretation of the after-effects of a volcano which sent a mud slide of 

timber cascading down a mountainside in wild disarray. Andrew Piedilato suggests a similar 

logjam by way of significantly abstracted forms in painting. Jen Liu pushes the conception of 

nature in the direction of fantasy environments, creating a dreamlike otherworldly place rooted 

in an imagined future or past. Srdjan Loncar obsessively endeavors to capture a giant wave 

from every possible viewpoint with a multitude of photographs, while Gegam Kacherian paints 

a tiny picture of the myth of the most dangerous wave in seafaring history. 

 

Some artists take a conceptual approach to bridge the gap between man and nature, or 

comment on pollution or natural disasters. Ed Ruscha stamps Man's presence on awe-inspiring 

landscapes by overlaying language directly onto the surface of his paintings. Along with Ruscha, 

Charles Simonds, uses aerial perspective to map out Man's presence through architectural 

structures or roads. Artists such as Joe Goode and Peter Alexander use the drama of painting to 

convey the stunning force of a forest fire or ominous night storm. Veronica Brovall depicts the 

human figure as the root of a tree to show the reciprocal effect the degradation of the 

environment has on Man. 

 

Nothing stays the same—whether it is Nature causing the change or Man.  Artists historically 

and in the future will continue to be influenced by the impact of and on our environment and 

each will interpret it in a different manner. Their works provide contemporary perspectives on 

the incessant transformations of the Earth, both natural and man-made.  


