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This exhibition focuses on California art from the 1960s to the present,  

with an emphasis of the historic period of the 60s through the 80s.  

Businessman and art collector Frederick Weisman believed in supporting  

the art in his own city and during this time became an important patron  

to many of the region’s up and coming artists. The work on view reflects  

his deep personal relationships with many of the painters and chronicles  

the period when Los Angeles emerged to become one of the nation’s  

leading art centers. 

 

The exhibition title is taken from the 1965 hit pop song first made famous  

by The Mamas & the Papas, and later covered by the Beach Boys, which  

came to epitomize the California Sound.  It reflects the optimism of  

the Los Angeles in the early 1960s and the newly emerging beach culture,  

filled with sunny skies, sand, surfing, and fast cars. Artists responded to this cultural dynamic by using 

bright, shiny materials and colorful, optimistic imagery to create a new aesthetic that celebrated direct 

sensory experience. This heady mix of powerful inspirations spawned a number of related art movements 

that established the look of the time. Some artists - such as Billy Al Bengston, Tony Berlant, Joe Goode, 

and Ed Ruscha- responded to the popular imagery of the emerging beach culture and created a new 

type of California Pop Art. 

 

Surfboards and hotrods became the new cultural icons of the era. Inspired by their slick, polished 

surfaces, artists began making art using resin and fiberglass, creating the Fetish Finish movement. Ron 

Davis, Craig Kaufman, and John McCracken crafted perfectly smooth minimal sculptures with glowing, 

vibrant colors and shiny, reflective surfaces that captured the nonchalant attitude of the alternative 

culture. 

 

California became celebrated for its brilliant light and wide-open spaces. Artists began to explore these 

qualities, using real light and actual space, creating the Light & Space movement. Artists such as Lita 

Albuquerque, Larry Bell, Mary Corse, Laddie John Dill, Helen Pashgian, and De Wain Valentine crafted art 

using translucent, transparent or reflective materials that capture and incorporate natural or artificial 

light into the fabric of the work. 



 

Many of these artists were referred to as The Cool School, because of their casual, nonchalant approach 

to both art and life. The new California art of the 60s was reductive and dispassionate, with a slick and 

sophisticated look. This work was championed by The Ferus Gallery, which operated for less than             

a decade - from 1957 to 1966 - but exhibited the most challenging and experimental art. The California 

look soon began to influence art and culture across the nation, and even had an international impact. 

 

Although the exhibition emphasizes historic work from the 60s through the 80s, it also includes younger 

artists - such as Andy Moses, Gary Lang, Joel Morrison, Evan Nesbit, and Ruth Pastine who continue              

a dialogue with their elder colleagues. Together this exhibition offers a fascinating overview of the 

powerful currents in the art of our time.  

 

California Dreaming was curated by Mrs. Billie Milam Weisman and is supported by the Frederick R. 

Weisman Art Foundation and an anonymous donor. 

 

About the Frederick R. Weisman Museum of Art at Pepperdine University 

The Frederick R. Weisman Museum of Art at Pepperdine University was dedicated in September 1992.          

It showcases historical and contemporary art by nationally recognized artists, but focuses on the art of 

California. Past exhibitions have included Rodin's Obsession: The Gates of Hell (2001), Claes Oldenburg: 

Drawings (2004), Chihuly Los Angeles (2005), Jim Dine: Some Drawings (2007), Roy Lichtenstein: In Process 

(2011), Illustrating Modern Life: The Golden Age of American Illustration from the Kelly Collection (2013), 

Wayne Thiebaud: Works on Paper (2014), Chuck Close: Face Forward (2015), Andy Warhol: Life and 

Legends (2016), and Larry Bell: Pacific Red (2017). 
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